
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The chairman  

and  

committee  

wish you  

all  

a very happy 

Christmas  

and  

joyful New Year 
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Super 

Saturday 6th 

December 

At 9-30 am 
The tree will be erected at the 

lodge. 

From 11-00am 

Christmas market  

Village hall 

From 5-45 tree 

lighting and carol 

singing & Father 

Christmas village 

centre 

7-00pm  

quiz night bonners 

school 
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Due to some not confirming yet we can offer a small number of places to 

members and friends so Call Carole now if you want to attend this great 

event. 

 

Annual Winter Supper 
Saturday january10th 
2015 in the village hall  

6-30pm for a Welcome Kir Royale or Bucks 
Fizz Cocktail & canapés 

Followed by a Four 
Course fully serviced 

Dinner at 7pm. 
Served with a wine of your 

choice  
Coffee and truffles  

£29.50 per person  
Call Carole NOW for a booking form and Menu choice 

 01825 764799 

Reservations can be made, however a place is not booked until paid 

for. NO CANCELLATIONS or RETURNS except in very special 

circumstances.   WHAT A NIGHT! I wouldn’t miss it for the world! 
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From The Secretary 
 First let me wish you a personal Happy Christmas and good New 
Year. Secondly let me thank you for your continued support for the Group 
and although sometimes you may feel over burdened with information I 

do my best to make sure our members are kept up to date with all 

things that matter to us in the community. The Group as you may be 
aware is involved in many things, Traffic Plans, running repairs, footpaths 
maintenance with our new footpaths officer John Smith as well as the 
Upkeep of the Village and support for the very valuable assets that we 
have in the village. 
 As far as Conservation Group support is concerned I think we have 
4 main assets that we should financially support and why we raise funds.  

1. Village appearance and open spaces 
2. The Church 
3. The School 
4. The Village Hall 

In addition we also have three commercial operators who we 
should all support but of course the Group cannot give them any 
financial aid. They are the Post Office, the Village Shop and Pub. 

 Over the years the Group has raised, and given out many 
thousands of pounds to these main beneficiaries and this financial year is 
going to be exceptional because you as members have supported the 
Group in raising significantly your membership contributions and in 
supporting our fundraising events.  
 As the Chairman has written, this year since March 31st we have 
made donations for specific projects. £1000 to the Village Hall towards 
the new heating, £1000 towards the insulation to make the new central 
heating more efficient, £500 towards the administrative costs of the hall 
(this will be an annual payment) and we hire the hall as much as possible. 
We supported the Church with £250 towards the School Hill Cemetery 
Grass cutting (this will be an annual payment) and we gave the 
Companions Lunch Club £100 towards new equipment for this valuable 
service that people give to the community. We are also buying 40 new 
chairs (about £880) to match the more comfortable chairs which will save 
us from hiring for our important events like the Summer & Winter 
Supper. (continued next page) 

 

From The Chairman. The Committee has recently been discussing how we 
can give benefit to the Village through funds that we have been raising by 
membership subscriptions and special events. 
At the September meeting a very wide range of ideas were put forward 
for consideration. 
 The Village Hall used by so many of the village residents has 
recently installed new radiators. Following this, insulation has also been 
fitted to the front inside wall and in the ceiling. A donation of £1,000 was 
agreed by the Committee to assist with the cost of these improvements. 
We are also purchasing an additional 40 upholstered chairs to replace the 
hard blue plastic chairs - we will now be warm and sitting comfortably at 
future events and meetings in the Village Hall. 
 Bonners School is a very important part of village life. Presently 
they are developing the Copse within the School grounds to facilitate 
outdoor activities and education. To enhance the use of this area we are 
giving them a locally made rustic Storytelling Chair and children’s 
benches. As the children have limited outdoor seating for lunch time we 
are providing them with three picnic tables also locally made. 
 Monitoring and organising the grass cutting around the Village has 
continued into the late autumn due to the mild weather. Further bulb 
planting has taken place to augment the existing bulbs. Our show of bulbs 
in the Spring is greatly admired. The Church Car Park is having the hedges 
cut by contractors to assist parking and improve the appearance of this 
area 
 The website has recently been updated and will give information 
of the work that the Conservation Group is undertaking around the Village 
and details of forthcoming events. 
Find us at: - www.maresfieldconservationgroup.co.uk 
 As always, the Committee and I would welcome the assistance of 
members of the Group to help both with the projects, that we are 
involved in. and at fund raising events. It is your Village so please help us 
to look after it and make improvements for the future. You don’t have to 
be a Committee Member. 
 

I wish you all Very Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year 
Sheila Cumming-Chair of Committee. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will also provide a range of outdoor furniture items to Bonners 
School including Picnic tables, benches and stools as well as a 
Storyteller’s Chair at a cost of £650. The presentation will be in early 
December.  
Having praised everyone for not only renewing but increasing their 
membership fee there are number of you that will read this Newsletter 
who, in fact have not renewed or have promised to send on but have not. 
Your membership is of great importance to the Group for us to be able to 
do the work that we do so please get in touch with me or your collector 
and continue your support if you have been missed or perhaps  forgotten 
to forward as promised. 

 Now I need to talk about the Maresfield Parish Neighbourhood 
Development Plan MNDP. At this point in time the Village Working Party 
and the Parish Steering, to which the WG is subordinate, is plodding away 
with their deliberations. I am personally very sceptical that the plan will 
evolve that will be approved. However if it does the final decision will be 
down to an HM Inspector to decide if the MNDP is legally compliant to go 
to a referendum in the Parish. If this stage is reached you will be asked to 
vote for or against the MNDP. To do this you will need to have all the 
information available to you to be able to make that decision. 
 The Conservation Group has a clear position on the location of a 
50 home allocation to Maresfield allocated under the Wealden District 
Council’s Core Strategy, and that site is Site D, land south of Park Farm. A 
development here will deliver to the village green space, which could be 
as much as 23 acres; no other site can offer this, as well as a school and 
recreation ground parking solution and will of course deliver other 
statutory benefits that all sites will have to deliver.  
 The MCG will do its best to secure a decision in favour of this site. 
It could well be that we as a Group will need to have a special meeting to 
see what steps we will need to take to ensure that our position is clear 
and to offer guidance to members on the way forward. 
  For clarity the revised MCG Development Options brochure, 
reflecting the identity of the sites to coincide with those of the Steering 
Group, is published on the website maresfieldconservationgroup.co.uk or 
available from me the Secretary. 
Secretary 
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CAROLE’s ChRistmAssy mEnu’s 

 

                  VEGETARIAN CHRISTMAS CROUTE 

 

1 large onion finely chopped 
2oz butter 
1 lb carrots grated 
1lb mushrooms sliced 
2 cloves garlic crushed 
2 tablespoons tomato puree 
1 lb chestnuts (fresh or tinned) 
8 oz cream cheese 
3 tablespoons chopped parsley 
Salt and pepper 
Pack Puff pastry to make 18” x 15” 
Egg to glaze 
 
Pre heat oven to 425F/220C gas 7 
 
Melt butter the sauté the onion. 
Add carrots, mushrooms and garlic and cook for about ten minutes, until 
no free liquid. 
Cool, and then add the tomato puree, chestnuts, cheese, parsley and salt 
and pepper. 
Roll out the pastry, and then pile the cooled mixture in the centre. 
Cut pastry on either side in wide bands and plait. 
Glaze then bake for 40 minutes. 
 
Doesn’t have to be for Christmas!!!! 
 
Acknowledgement to: - Elham Village Cook Book 
 
If you have a favourite recipe that you would like to share with Members 
please email to:- 
Carole wheeler22@btopenworld.com   
Or deliver to 22 Field End Maresfield TN22 2DJ 
 

 

mailto:wheeler22@btopenworld.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   PORTER CAKE 

 

8oz (225gm) butter or margarine 
8oz (225gm) soft dark brown sugar 
2 eggs beaten 
12oz (350gm) raisins 
12oz (350gm) plain flour 
3 teaspoons baking powder 
1 teaspoon mixed spice 
1/4pint Guinness 
 
 
Preheat oven to 300F/150C gas 2 
 
Beat together the butter or margarine and sugar, 
Beat in the eggs a little at a time. 
Stir in the raisins, then fold in the flour, baking powder and spices. 
Stir in the Guinness gradually until a smooth batter is formed. 
Turn into a greased and lined 8” (20cm) tin. 
Bake for 2 ¼ to 2 ½ hours in the middle of the oven until golden and firm 
to the touch. 
Cool, then turn out and wrap in greaseproof paper, STORE FOR TWO DAYS 
BEFORE EATING! 
 
If wished, top with chopped cherries, raisins, nuts and glaze with warmed 
apricot jam. 
 
It’s delicious eaten plain or decorated! And good for Christmas!!!!! 
 
Acknowledgement to: - Elham Village Cook Book 
 
 
I would like to add my personal Good wishes 

for Christmas and New Year. 

Carole 
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CHRISTMAS TREE 2014 
 

Maresfield Conservation Group and Nick Cornell, along with 
members of Maresfield Church. would like to invite you to the 

Lighting of our Christmas Tree on  
 Saturday 6th December at 6pm  

at the 
 The Lodge, Maresfield (opposite the Church) 

Starting at 6pm with a short carol service followed by 
lighting of the tree at 6.20pm. 

 

This event has proved to be a great success in previous years 
and this year we hope to make it even better.  We will have an 
improved public address system and a choir to help swell our 
voices.  Please do come along and join us in singing traditional 
carols. Meet Father Christmas and celebrate the season with a 
glass of mulled wine, and a warm mince pie. 
The Chequers will also be lighting the front of their 
Premises, which, if all goes to plan (fingers crossed and all 
that!) will be turned on at the same time as the Christmas Tree 
and churchyard lights.   
IMPORTANT - Please note that roads will closed in the evening 
from 5.45pm to 7pm.  This will mean no access to the centre 
from The Lodge Gate, the Parade, the Village Hall and the 
Recreation Ground during these times.  This is primarily to 
ensure the safety of the many children attending event.  We 
apologise for any inconvenience this may cause but trust you 
will understand the reasons for this action. 
(Volunteer Road Stewards call Michael 01825 764799) 
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Maresfield Footpaths Group 
 Anyone who has walked and enjoyed the many miles of footpaths in East 
Sussex will be aware of the number of well kept and not so well kept stiles, gates 
and bridges in the network.  
 East Sussex County Council is responsible for the maintenance of these 
rights of way and this is an onerous undertaking which stretches the permanent 
staff. The council encourages parish councils to set up groups of volunteers to 
help maintain local paths.  These volunteers, according to expertise and 
knowledge may be restricted to clearance work - cutting back overgrown 
vegetation and clearing the approach to gates and stiles - or may be involved in 
the replacement of broken stiles, gates and small bridges while leaving the more 
difficult and time consuming tasks to the permanent staff. The groups are 
provided with tools and the required gate, bridge and stile kits appropriate to 
the work to be carried out. 
 Some groups are very active in maintaining their area and the leader in 
this field is the Monday Group, originating from the Ditchling Footpaths Society 
created in 1961, which is out, irrespective of weather, each Monday, working on 
some maintenance task.  
 Maresfield Footpaths Group, which covers the parish of Maresfield and 
Fairwarp has now been reformed with, at the moment, six volunteers. Two have 
completed the mandatory First Aid course and the group has a number of 
projects to tackle. The group has no formal structure, although there will be a 
leader for each project, and the only aim is to get the work done in an enjoyable 
way.  
We would welcome further volunteers. It should be noted that while tools and 
repair kits can be taken to the nearest point by vehicle they may then have to be 
carried quite a long way by team members to the site. 
 .While our members walk paths regularly there may be some areas 
which are not covered and we would welcome reports from walkers and land 
owners about any problems on footpaths or bridleways. These will be added to 
our list and repaired as quickly as possible or if beyond our expertise, reported to 
the County Council.  
 The interactive map provided on the ESCC website provides a simple 
method of identifying locations by means of footpath, stile, gate and bridge 
numbers.  

 Reports of any problems and to join the Footpaths Group can be sent  
to: -   john_mcg_smith@hotmail.com. 
 

John Smith 
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Maresfield Conservation Group 

 

Christmas market  

Village hall 

Saturday 6th 

december 

From  

11-00Am ‘tiL 2-00pm 

Stalls include 

Lucky dip, Handmade wooden 

toys, cakes and biscuits. 

Christmas puddings sundry 

gifts and toys 
 

Admission free entry prize draw 
 

Refreshments on sale 

 

------------------------------Tear off this slip-------------------------------- 

Take to the market and enter FREE DRAW place in collecting 

box  

Name 
Telephone 
Email  
 

 
 

mailto:john_mcg_smith@hotmail.com
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1   

  

Presentation of £250 Cheque to Gordon Cornford Church Warden 
by the Secretary 

 

 2   

 

Presentation of £100 Cheque to Helen Severn and Jean Sallows of 
the Companions Thursday Lunch Club. 
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Here are some pictures of the equipment that we shall 
present to Bonners School in December. 

 
Square pinic tables 

 
Storryteller chair with a little more ornate arms and back to be situtaed in 

the  copse for children to enjoy the outdoor experience . 
 

 
Stools and benches for ths copse. 

All made locally by Ken Francis out of Douglas Fir 

 

 



It was pointed have a reason to be in the village. Dick Thompson 

Organisations in Maresfield. 
 If you need to know more about any of the following, please get in touch with the 
Club/group contact who will be pleased to help you. 

Badminton Club.   Parklands Res. Assn 
Contact: 764975.    Contact: 767102. 

Bonners School   Recreation Ground Committee 
Contact: 762381.    Contact: 749756. 

Brownies    Stoolball Club. 
Contact     Contact: 763463. 

Rainbow Guides   St. Bartholomew’s Church 
Contact: 765288.    Contact: 762192 

Conservation Group.   Kids Club. 
Contact: 767484.                Contact: 762192. 

Cricket Club.    Maresfield Badgers Short  
Contact: 764315    Mat Bowls.  

Contact 01825 767420 

Field End, Res Assoc.   Maresfield Bonfire Society 
 Contact 764799     Contact 761917    
Maresfield Residents  Group. Maresfield Dynamos Jnr. 
Contact: 763256               Football Club.  
Football Club    Contact: 749640    

Contact: 764496    Millennium Players. 
Maresfield Historical Soc.  Contact: 769644. 
Contact: 766751     Companions Lunch Club 

JG Theatre Club   Contact: 07932 824571  
Contact: 763588               Uckfield Gymnastics Club 

.Maresfield Lawn Bowls Club.      Contact: 764141 

Contact: 01892 665178   Village Hall Committee. 
Maresfield Lawn Tennis Club. Contact: 763947. 
Contact: 762391    Village Hall Bookings. 
Maresfield Parish Council.   Contact: 07876 718955. 

Contact: 714555 

Mother & Baby/Toddler Group.   Wealden Indoor Bowls Centre. 
Contact: 764207/762192              Contact: 767690. 

Women’s Institute.    Maresfield Bell-ringers  
Contact: 768911    Contact 764677 

If your Group is not included here or the information is incorrect please 
advise the Editor via email: - wheeler22@btopenworld.com 
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MARESFIELD CONSERVATION GROUP COMMITTEE 
FOR THE YEAR 2014/15 

NAME            APPOINTMENT   ADDRESS        TEL.  O1825 
                            (ALL MARSFIELD)  

 

Dick Thompson       Life President      Newnham Cottage B B R          763179 
 
Mrs Sheila Cumming Chairman Sunlands The Drive.MP 767484 
 
Michael Wheeler Secretary 22Field End   764799 

 

Roger Wilmer  Treasurer 20 Limestone Way  370388 

 

Stan Sadowski  Member Farthings The Drive MP 762933 

  (Web site enquiries) 

 

Ken Ogden  Member The Mill House London Rd 761433 

 

John Gutteridge Member 7 Queens Drive  764781 

 

Mrs Mary Wrake Member Parkfield BBR   762727 

 

Mrs Pat Palmer Member 26 Field End   764804 

 

Kim Braddle  Member 30 Ringles Cross  765214 

 

Michael Clifton Member 12 Limestone Way  762362 

 

Committee Meetings are usually held on the first Wednesday of each 

month. 

 

All correspondence to the Group, including membership, should be sent to 

the Secretary at the above address or email wheeler22@btopenworld.com 

 

Members of the Committee will be pleased to discuss the Group, its 

activities and any requests for project support and it is probably better in 

the first instance to discuss with your local distributor/collector. 

 

mailto:wheeler22@btopenworld.com

