
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From The Chairman 
 

Dear Members and friends, 

It was very pleasant, a couple of weeks ago, to have the opportunity to 

speak with our collectors at the annual Collectors Evening held in the 

pavilion. These wonderfully productive volunteers deserve to be 

recognised as they perform a very demanding task which I do not take 

lightly. 

 

It is onerous enough to deal with all the literature which we need to 

produce, in a village with an increasing population, but the personal 

element of the work is crucial in maintaining contact with current members 

and speaking with those potential new members. This face to face contact 

is supremely important and demonstrates just one critical aspect of our 

established infrastructure within the Maresfield Conservation Group.  

 

This is our 23rd. year and we have over 400 members, with others joining. 

Our aims to maintain and enhance the village are clear and steadfast, and 

all are welcome to join us in this endeavour. 

 

Committee member Stan Sadowski, our Membership Co-Ordinator, has a 

rounded view of the inherent possibilities of the situation and has just 

designed a new flyer for the group aimed at new members, whilst also 

developing new management systems for this complex requirement.. In 

addition, in conjunction with Michael, Stan has been able to overcome a 

number of problems with the website which could have been quite 

expensive to deal with. To have such abilities ‘in house’ is of prime 

importance and it is for that reason that I am seeking to maximise the input 

and skills of each and every committee member. 

 

It’s very easy to hold an evening for our collectors and then let it pass until 

the next, but I do recognise the immense help of all those who participate 

and my grateful thanks goes to everyone who pounds the streets on our 

behalf. It would be very difficult for us to function correctly without every 

one of you. 

With my kind regards to you all 

Clive F. Wilson 

Chairman, M.C.G. 
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From the Secretary 

 I was talking to a member the other day when I asked him to 
provide an article for this Newsletter. He said there is only so 
much you can say about the Conservation Group that the 
members don’t already know. That is absolutely true and it is the 
same for me. So what do I do? I sit in front of my PC waiting to be 
inspired.  I’m inspired so here goes. 
 

There is a lot of day to day work that goes on that is purely information to 
be forwarded to members but during the course of most weeks I am 
involved with the County Council, reporting faults in the upkeep of our 
village or negotiating benefits to which we are entitled and with the 
District Council and Parish Council on the many things that effect our 
community, including Planning issues. There are membership issues that 
include talking with members and now talking and trying to instigate a 
sophisticated data system for our membership records and all that that 
involves, thankfully with the help of Stan Sadowski who is taking over 
gradually from me as Membership Secretary, seems to have it sussed. We 
have to deal with the Charity Commission and with HMCR and with the 
Federation of Sussex Amenity Groups, Insurance and with other 
community groups to be able to operate our Charity within the Law.  
 

 The Maresfield Conservation Group has about 400 members out 
of a population in Maresfield of about 1100 that’s a pretty 
formidable force. However there are those that would deny that 
we have an absolute right to have a say and promote things about 
which we have conducted a consultation with members to put 
forward a view that will affect us all and we must be alert to such 
goings on and act swiftly so as not to be ignored. 

 

The Maresfield Traffic Plan involved much work by a sub group, working 
with East Sussex County Council, for a number of years. The initial design 
was created in the main by Dick Thompson with a lot of input from me 
and Ken Ogden. Once the design was settled we went out to public 
consultation with local exhibitions in the Village hall and at The Chequers 
followed by meetings with other groups and Wealden and also the County   
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 Council and finally a presentation to the Environment 
Committee and then Full Parish Council who adopted the 
Plan in April 2010.  

 

Funding for the Plan was to come from the S106 agreement associated 
with the 80 home Wellington Gate development in Maresfield payable to 
WDC on the 39th occupation. The MCG has maintained constant pressure 
on the District and County Council to get the developer to pay up with 
interest (9 months late). This has now happened and at recent meeting 
with the Highways Officers at County the final design was agreed between 
them and us (MCG), subject to some modifications, and will now go to a 
Stage 2 Safety Audit. For the time being we have not been able to satisfy 
the criteria for a weight restriction in the village or the replacement or 
moving of the pinch point by the cemetery, on which the Chairman made 
strong representations, but both these will be reviewed at the Stage 3 
Safety Audit. It is now envisaged that the plan will be instigated in the 
summer of 2014. It is possible that all the necessary processes needed, 
will be complete by early 2014 but because the work will involve the 
temporary closure of School Hill it will make sense to do the work in the 
school summer break. 6 months after installation there will be a Stage 3 
Safety Audit when the effects will be monitored, and if necessary 
modified, to take any problems into account. Many people thought that 
we would never achieve the funding for the scheme but we have. 

We now look forward to implementation. 
 

 Thank you to all those of you that have already paid your 
2013/14 year subscription. If you want to you can now pay 
by standing order please contact me or download from the 
web site the appropriate mandate. 

Our Web Site is now in full swing under the control of Stan Sadowski. 
Please get in touch with any feedback or suggestions and visit it often to 
keep up with any changes between Newsletters or meetings.  
MVW 

www.maresfieldconservationgroup.co.uk 
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above the fee of what they thought appropriate. Over the last year this raised 
contributions by at least a third and this year was on track to raised record subs, 
for which members’ were thanked for their generosity. 

1. Election of the Executive Officers  for 2013/14 
 The Secretary reported that valid nominations had been received as follows:- 
 Chairman Mr Clive Wilson 
 Treasurer Mr Roger Wilmer   
 Secretary Mr Michael Wheeler 
There being no other nominations for these positions the meeting was asked to 
endorse their election.        
    Agreed. 
 Executive Committee (8 Vacancies). For 2013/14 
 
 The Secretary reported that valid nominations for these positions as follows:- 
 Mr Dick Thompson (Life President) 
 Mrs Mary Wrake  Mrs Sheila Cumming 
 Mrs Pat Palmer  Mr Ken Ogden 
 Mr John Gutteridge Mr Kim Braddle 
 Mr Michael Clifton Mr Stan Sadowski 
There being no other nominations the Meeting was asked to endorse the election 
of the Executive Committee. Agreed Addresses and contact details will be 
published in the next Newsletter. 

2. Any other Business  
 Village Grass Cutting. The meeting agreed that the village grass cutting had 
made a big difference since the MCG had taken over the contract from ESCC. 
Whilst there were some areas that appeared not to be covered the Secretary 
asked that members notify him and that they would be included as soon as it was 
clear where these were. Marion Myers raised the old problem of roundabout 
cutting. The Secretary advised that it was a Highways matter and that although 
great pressure is imposed on  the Highways department no clear plan has 
evolved. He would continue to try to resolve this. 
Some members reported that they had been warned off cutting outside their 
home because of H&S problems. The Secretary advised that as members our own 
insurance covered members doing this sort of work in the village and probably 
their own H/H insurance. However, he said, members would have to assess their 
own risk and act accordingly. 
Graham Allt Expressed his thanks to the Executive Committee for all the work that 
he said must be put in to the Group to make it so successful and financially secure. 
He asked the meeting to give a VERY WELL DONE by giving a round of applause to 
the Committee. Prolonged applause followed  
Graham Allt also requested another round of bulb planting this autumn. Agreed 
and discussion would take place involving Ann Thompson, Anne Seigne and Dick 
Thompson. 

 

Maresfield Conservation Group. 
DRAFT Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

Held on 2rd July 2013 in the Maresfield Village Hall 
The meeting commenced at 7-30 pm.  

Present:   
Clive Wilson          Chairman              CW   
Dick Thompson                                    DT Stan Sadowski  SS 
Michael Wheeler Secretary              MVW Kim Braddle  KB  
Pat Palmer   PP  Michael Clifton  MC 
Sheila Cumming    SC Ken Ogden  KO   
 Julie Best Minute Secretary                  JB 

38 Members 
Welcome The Chairman Clive Wilson welcomed all to the meeting and briefed the 
members on procedure.  
 

3. Apologies received from a number of members including Mary Wrake, 
Jennifer Allt, Roger Wilmer, Gillian Bullock, John & Elizabeth Gutteridge & 
others 

4. Minutes of the last Meeting The minutes of the AGM of 3rd July 2012 were 
proposed as correct by Ann Thompson and seconded by Carole Wheeler. 
Agreed. 

5. Matters Arising  
Batts Bridge Road lighting. It was noted that the excessive lighting has been 
removed. 
Maresfield Traffic Plan. The Secretary reported that it was likely that the 
approved plan would be in place later this year pending the S106 payment 
from Persimmon Homes. Action to obtain this payment is being taken by 
Wealden District Council. (NB Now paid) 

6. Chairman’s Report. Full report in the AGM Newsletter. No questions arose 
from the report. 

7. Secretary’s Report. See Newsletter.  No questions arose from the report. 
8. Treasurers Report See Newsletter. The Secretary, as acting Treasurer, 

presented the Accounts prepared by the Independent Examiner, Duncan Lynne, 
and apologised for the poor quality of the print out in the AGM Newsletter. Signed 
copies were available at the meeting. No questions about the  accounts were 
raised and they were passed by the Meeting unanimously. A vote of thanks to 
Duncan Lynne would be passed to him. The Secretary outlined expectations for 
income in the ensuing year with increases in membership and membership fees 
expected to top the £2000. Fundraising events will continue and income for the 
next year is anticipated to exceed £10,000. Support for the Cemetery wall will be 
re-launched later in the year  

Membership No recommendation was made to increase the subscriptions again this 
year. Members’ would again be asked to make whatever contribution 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traffic and Speeding Gary Adlam expressed that the proliferication of signs in the 
village were  confusing. Sally Adlam talked about speed bumps. There were other 
comments in regard to traffic in the village and w with constant damage done to 
street furniture. The Secretary pointed out that although the Maresfield Traffic 
Plan has taken a long time coming to fruition it is now coming and a short further 
consultation will take place before its implementation.  In regard to speeding 
traffic he asked that members get in touch, and volunteer to the Assistant Parish 
Clerk Jessica Bradford and volunteer for SPEED WATCH. Only two members from 
the village at the moment take part which is a bit of a surprise when speed is such 
an issue in the village, he said. 
 Unkempt landscapes. The state of the surrounding areas was complained 
about and members agreed that The Secretary should remind landowners of their 
responsibility and write to DEFRA in regard the ragwort left unattended year after 
year. 

No further business was discussed and the Chairman declared this part of the 
meeting closed when refreshments were served. 

 
The new Committee took office and the Chairman introduced:- 

 Mrs Katy Bourne the Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner 
Mrs Bourne described in much detail the role that she is expected to play in the 
community. It was, she said, her job to make the link between the community and 
what they expected of the police. She had powers to hold the police and especially 
the Chief Constable to account. She was responsible to hold costs at reasonable 
but effective levels. Front line policing is paramount and she wanted to get a more 
visible High Street presence and not in out of the way police stations. The closing 
of Police Stations was not a cut back but indeed there will be an increase in police 
contact points in High Street locations such as shops community centres and civic 
premises such as Hove. This will produce the desired ease of contact but cut down 
on expensive and old fashioned premises. She said that targets were not on her 
agenda, just one to reduce crime. She explained how the public can have direct 
contact with her and that that is what she wanted. Mrs Bourne answered many 
questions from members without a script and for about 1 ½ hours. It was generally 
agreed that her taking part in this AGM was a good PR exercise and the Chairman 
in closing thanked Mrs Bourne for agreeing to take time to address the Maresfield 
Conservation Group. 

The meeting closed at 9-25pm 

-------------------------------------------------- 

--------------------------------- 
Contributions for the School Hill Cemetery, revised plan pending, or any 
project, can be made direct to the Bank: HSBC. Sort Code 40-45-32. 
 A/C Name Maresfield Conservation Group. 
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MARESFIELD CONSERVATION GROUP 

COMMITTEE. 

FOR THE YEAR 2013/14 
 

Name.              Appointment.         Address (all Maresfield).    Tele. 01825. 
Mr. D Thompson     Life President    Newnham Cott. B. B. Rd      763179 
 
Mr Clive Wilson       Chairman           2 Field End                              766815              
 
Mr. M V Wheeler    Secretary          22, Field End                            764799 
 
Mr Roger Wilmur    Treasurer         20 Limestone Way                  370388 
                   
Mrs Sheila Cumming   Deputy Chairman   
                      Sunlands The Drive MP         767484 
 
Mr Stan Sadowski   Membership Secretary          
                      Farthings The Drive MP         762933 
 
Mr. K Ogden             Member           The Mill House, London Rd   761433 
 
Mr J Gutteridge        Member           7, Queens Drive                       764781 
 
Mrs. Mary Wrake     Member          Parkfield, Batts Bridge Rd     762727 
 
Mrs Pat Palmer         Member           26 Field End                             764804 
 
Mr Kim Braddle        Member           30 Ringles Cross                      765214 
 
Mr Michael Clifton   Member           12 Limestone Way                 762362 
Julie Best                    Minute Secretary                                              733494 
Committee meetings usually take place on the First Wednesday of each 
month. 
Any correspondence to the Group, including Membership enquiries 
should be addressed to the Secretary at the above address. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check your Diary 
September  4th    Committee Meeting 
 
October  2nd    Committee Meeting 
   5th (Saturday)   VillageCleanup  Day  
       & Car Park Landscape 
       Maintenance. 
    
November  6th    Committee Meeting 
   23rd    Christmas Market 
 
December  4th    Committee Meeting 
   7th ???    Christmas Tree Light up 

2014 
January.      No Committee Meeting 
   3rd (Friday)   Winter Supper 
 
February.  5th     Committee Meeting 
 
March.   5th    Committee Meeting 
   15th (Saturday)   Quiz Night 
   22nd (Saturday)  Village Clean Up Day  
       & Car Park   
       Landscape   
       Maintenance. 
April    2nd     Committee Meeting 
 
May.    7th            Committee Meeting 
   5th    Maresfield Art Festival 
   26th    Village Fete 
 
June.    4th    Committee Meeting 
July    1st  Tuesday    AGM 
   12th (Saturday)   Summer Supper 
 

Dates are subject to change in some circumstances 

Support for Fundraising Events is important to us. 

BOOK  EARLY 
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With grateful thanks to the Conservation Group for permission to use 
these pages I would like to tell you about a new Charity in Maresfield. The 
new Charity is The Maresfield Village Meadows Trust (MVMT) and has 
Registered Charity status pending, subject only to presenting all the 
correct information to the Charity Commission in due course. 
 
The MVMT is formed to own by gift, lease or purchase any land outside of 
a development, for the benefit of the community, to give accessible to all, 
green open space in perpetuity for the village people of Maresfield. 
 
The “Trust has been the subject of negotiations with land owners in 
Maresfield since the early 2020’s when there were plans for up to a 300 
home development in Maresfield. There was of course much opposition 
to a development of such size. In the event, the new Core Strategy has 
intervened and the village has now to accept that 50 homes will be 
developed in Maresfield in the period ending 2027. The landowners, with 
whom we have been working with have not detracted from what was 
promised to the “Trust” and that is a linear park that will give the 
opportunity to all in this village, an area of space that will give safe access 
to the countryside and a safe route to school, without the need to travel 
on the main roads by car or on foot. This area will provide an extended 
area beyond the recreation ground with space for allotments, flower 
meadows with seating, and other amenities around the site that will give 
a good space for activity, of a natural nature, and will include an 
extended woodland and access to the Public Footpath network. Some 
time will elapse before this can become a reality and it will depend 
entirely on land south of Park Farm being selected as the preferred site 
for the development of the 50 homes allowed under the Core Strategy on 
which the village will have an opportunity to vote in the future. 
 

In the meantime the opportunity has arisen to take ownership by long 
lease or freehold purchase, of an area called Norman’s Pond and 
Wilderness Wood to the north east of the village just by and adjacent to 
Queens Drive. It was thought by the local District and County Councillors 
at the time of it becoming available that the area should be retained for 
community use and the Maresfield Conservation Group (MCG) agreed. 
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However the MCG in its wisdom felt that it was not in its remit to own 
land and suggested that the MVMT might be the proper vehicle for such a 
purchase with their support. We agreed and have since been in 
negotiation with East Sussex County Council to procure it at an 
advantageous price for the community. 
 
We expect to be successful in our negotiations and subject to this we 
intend to give access to most of the area to the public in the summer of 
2014. Before this can happen there is a lot of remedial work like tree 
removal, making an accessible entrance and clearing pathways as well as 
making considerable improvements to the ponds. 
 
To do this we need funds and we will make applications for funding when 
the funding rounds start in September/October this year. However we 
need to raise funds to be able to get matching funds and this where you 
can help. 
 
You can become a friend of the MVMT by making an annual donation of 
£10 per person (which can be gift aided) or you can make a one off 
payment as a donation towards the work of the “Trust”. We are also 
looking for Volunteers that could help on an ad-hoc basis to do some of 
the work necessary before we can open to the public. 
 
If you can help in any way then in the first instance call:- 
The Chairman Michael Clifton 
The Treasurer Alan Sallows 
The Secretary 
Michael V Wheeler 
Who will assist you in making a decision or advise you of the “Working 
Party” dates. Fundraising events and generally keep you up to date with 
the progress of the “Trust” 
 
THIS IS AN IMPORTANT NEW GROUP FOR THE VILLAGE WHICH WILL GIVE 
UNTOLD BENEFITS TO ALL OF THE COMMUNITY NOW AND ESPECIALLY IN 
THE FUTURE. 
Michael Clifton Chairman of Trust 
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Would you buy tickets for 

the following  fundraising 

events 

 in the Village Hall 

 or  

in part of the church? 

 Such as a Classical Music 

Evening (orchestral) 

Classical Guitar,  

Acoustic Guitar,  

BARN DANCE 

Choral Evening, Light musical 

evening (songs from the 

shows) 

Antiques valuation Sale 

Music Hall 

Folk Night & Open-air 

Barbeque 

Tickets would be between £10 & £15 & 

we would have to sell 80-100 tickets 

Email your answer to Michael 

 PLEASE lots of replies to 

wheeler22@btopenworld.com 
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Maresfield Conservation Group 
 

 

 
Saturday the 23rd November 

2013 
 in the Village Hall 

10-30 am to 2-00 pm 
On sale will be Christmas Puddings especially 
made for us, mince pies and Christmas Cakes   

Mincemeat, Pickles, Jams, Curds, and 
Confectionary. 

Refreshments Available 
an opportunity to raise money for your group or to 
sell your home made wares for Christmas Gifts with 

Modest fees for a 24sq.ft. space. 
Call 01825 764799 for details and booking form. 
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Maresfield Conservation Group 

Village Clean Up 
Day 

Saturday 5th 
October 2013 

From 9-30 a.m. 
Meet in Church Car Park 

Bags, Pickers will be provided 
(Bring Gloves & Secateurs) 

----------------------------------------------- 

A BIG DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Our Winter Supper will be held on FRIDAY 3rd 
January 2014 

Venue to be advised 
 



It was pointed have a reason to be in the village. Dick Thompson 

Organisations in Maresfield. 
 If you need to know more about any of the following, please get in touch with the 
Club/group contact who will be pleased to help you. 

Badminton Club.   Parklands Res. Assn 
Contact: 764975.    Contact: 767102. 

Bonners School   Recreation Ground Committee 
Contact: 762381.    Contact: 749756. 

Brownies    Stoolball Club. 
Contact     Contact: 763463. 

Rainbow Guides   St. Bartholomew’s Church 
Contact: 765288.    Contact: 762192 

Conservation Group.   Kids Club. 
Contact: 763179.                Contact: 762192. 

Cricket Club.    Maresfield Badgers Short  
Contact: 764315    Mat Bowls.  

Contact 01825 767420 

Field End, Res  Assoc.   Maresfield Bonfire Society 
 Contact 764799     Contact 761917    
Maresfield Residents  Group. Maresfield Dynamos Jnr. 
Contact: 763256               Football Club.  
Football Club    Contact: 749640    

Contact: 764496    Millennium Players. 
Maresfield Historical Soc.  Contact: 769644. 
Contact: 766751     Companions Lunch Club 

JG Theatre Club   Contact: 07932 824571  
Contact: 763588               Uckfield Gymnastics Club 

.Maresfield Lawn Bowls Club.      Contact: 764141 

Contact: 761078    Village Hall Committee. 
Maresfield Lawn Tennis Club. Contact: 763947. 
Contact: 762391    Village Hall Bookings. 
Maresfield Parish Council.   Contact: 07876 718955. 

Contact: 714555 

Mother & Baby/Toddler Group.   Wealden Indoor Bowls Centre. 
Contact: 764207/762192              Contact: 767690. 

Women’s Institute.    Maresfield Bell-ringers  
Contact: 768911    Contact 767758 

If your Group is not included here or the information is incorrect please 
advise the Editor on 01825 764799. 
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Carole’s Recipe Pick 
                   LENTIL & MUSHROOM COTTAGE PIE 
 
1 tbsp olive oil 
1 large onion diced 
2 garlic cloves chopped 
2 celery stalks diced 
250g (8oz) mushrooms quartered 
2 tbsp tomato puree 
1 tin (400g) chopped tomatoes 
250g (8oz) red lentils 
750ml (1 1/4pt) veg stock 
1 tbsp Worcestershire sauce 
1 swede peeled and chopped 
1 tbsp semi skimmed milk 
Heat oil in a large pan and cook the onion, garlic, celery and 
mushrooms for 10 minutes with the lid on stirring 
occasionally until softened but not brown. Stir in the tomato 
puree tomatoes, lentils, and stock. Bring to the boil and 
simmer with the lid half on for 20 minutes. Season stir in the 
Worcestershire sauce and keep warm. Meanwhile boil the 
swede for 20-25 minutes drain and mash with the milk. 
Season Preheat the grill to high. Put the mixture in and 
ovenproof dish top with the mashed swede and grill to crisp 
up. 
You can add any extra seasonal veg that you like to this 
delicious pie! 
Serves 4-6 takes 55 mins. 
 

Ack. Tesco magazine. 
 


